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In recent declarations to local reporters, two leaders from the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN), Edmundo Jarquin and Carlos Tunnermann, agreed that army chief Gen. Humberto
Ortega should resign his post. According to Tunnermann, Ortega's continued presence "is not
healthy for the stability of the country, nor for the democratic process which we are trying to
consolidate." Tunnermann, who served as education minister and ambassador to the US under the
previous Sandinista administration, said he agrees with Ortega's position that the army can be a
stabilizing force in the country. However, he insisted that the military must carry out a process of
professionalization, and must be subordinated to civilian authority. Jarquin and Tunnermann are
the first leading FSLN figures to publicly advocate Ortega's resignation. Calls for Ortega's removal
have constituted a rallying cry for right wing political sectors in Managua and Washington since the
inauguration of President Violeta Chamorro in April 1990. In an interview published in the Dec. 29
edition of daily newspaper Barricada, Gen. Ortega reaffirmed that he would not remain in his post
for a prolonged period, and rejected accusations that he has an "ambition for power." According to
Ortega, his resignation or dismissal should not be the result of political pressure, but rather should
be decided on the basis of a new EPS charter (Ley Organica). The charter will be reviewed by the
National Assembly this year. Ortega added that once he leaves the army, he will not enter politics,
but will instead dedicate his time to research. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 12/29/92, 01/03/93)
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